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EDITORIAL 
Put with the Gospel 


E were allowed of God, says thé Apostle Paul, in his first epistie to 
the church at Thessalonica, “* we were allowed of God to be put in 
trust with the gospel” (1 Thess. 2: 4). And writing to Timothy, 
his beloved son in the faith, he speaks in like manner of “ the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust ” (1 Tim. 1: 11). 
Paul was deeply conscious at all times of the relation in which he stood to 
that gospel. A supreme privilege was his, but a heavy responsibility also 
rested upon him. It was his most passionate desire that he might be faithful 
to his trust. 


Not to the Anite alone was the heavenly treasure committed, but to | 
the whole Church of God. We who in our own day are members of that ~ 


Church through the redeeming grace of God are partakers with Paul of the 
- same privilege and responsibility. .We too are put in trust with the gospel. 


And why’? For what purpose is the gospel thus committed to us to-day ? 
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certainly desirable that should consider that question seriously 
get our thinking clear on the subject. — : 


a In the first place, then, the gospel is committed-to our trust in order 
that we should loyaliy accept it, receiving it in its entirety as the revealed 
truth of God. It cannot be too strongly emphasized that the gospel is giver 
to the Church not simply for its approval or admiration, still less for its 
criticism or comment, but for its wholehearted acceptance as the divine 
message of salvation—the eternal and living word of God. Thus it is that 
St. Paul expresses gratitude for the manner in which the Thessalonians 
accepted the gospel : “‘ We thank God without ceasing, because, when ye 
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, but as it’is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh 
also ift you that believe” (1 Thess. 2: 13). This means that the Church is 
called upon to recognize the finality and authenticity of the gospel, to submit 
to its divine authority, and to hold it fast in its entirety without apology or 
compromise. 


* * * 


N the second place, the Church is put in trust with the gospel in order — 
that, when occasion demands, it may defend it from the assaults of the 
enemy. This note is especially prominent in the last epistles of St. Paul 
when, knowing full well that the time of his departure was at hand, he urged 
Timothy to guard the sacred deposit of the gospel (1 Tim.6: 20; 2Tim. @ 
1 


1: 14), to fight the good fight of the faith, and to keep the commandment — 
unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus © 


Christ (1 Tim. 6: 12, 14, see R.S.V.). 


In our own day, as in the Apostle’s, there are those who would pervert — ) 
the gospel of Christ. The attack comes from many quarters and takes a © ) 
variety of forms ;, and for this reason the Church has a sacred duty to © | 

* perform as fidei defensor—defender of the faith. This does not mean that | 
; Christians are to embark upon a herésy-hunting expedition and condemn — 
z as “unsound” all those who do not happen to agree with their own particular © 
interpretation of the gospel. It does mean that to the Church of God in © 
each generation is committed the responsibility of preserving the truth of 
_ the gospel, of defending it when necessary in face of opposition and attack, 


= of handing it on to succeeding generations uncorrupted by the traditions 
of men. 


This responsibility will involve the Church at times in controversy. 
That is inevitable, however unpalatable it may be to those who desire to 
live peaceably with all men. To “ contend earnestly for the faith once 
for all committed to the saints ” is an inescapable Christian duty when that 
faith is being denied or undermined. . But when controversy is entered 
into, let certain factors always be kept in mind. First, let us be sure that 
what is done is for the sole glory of God and not for the sake of bolstering 
up some human Cause or organization. Second, let us remember that a 
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positive witness to the truth is more important—and more effective—than 
a merely negative condemnation of error. Third, let us ‘be clear that the 
issue in question does concern the eternal truth of the gospel and is not 
simply a disagreement about religious opinions—or_worse still a clash of 
human personalities. And fourth, let us endeavour at all costs to maintain 
a Christian spirit and to speak the truth in love, avoiding that bitter and 
uncharitable attitude which in the end is the most effective denial of the 
gospel. It is a tragedy that Christian controversy has so often degenerated 
to the level of a mere political brawl and has given the enemy so ) much 
cause to blaspheme. 


N the third place, and most obviously of all, the Church is put in trust 
with the gospel in order that it may proclaim it to men. What have been 
termed the Church’s marching-orders remain unaltered : “‘ Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”” That duty cannot 
be evaded by any professing Christian. Indeed, as someone has said, any . 
man who has a religion at all must do one of two things with it : he must 
either abandon it or propagate it. If it is false, he must give it up ; if it is 
true, he must give it away. ‘ 

Now Christian evangelism is just this business of “ giving away” the 
gospel—of sharing with mankind the unsearchable riches of Christ. Such 
remains the highest function of the Church in relation to the world. The 
gospel is committed to our trust not simply that we may hold it fast but 
that we may hold it forth. 

The Council of the Evangelical. Alliance is deeply conscious of its, 
responsibilities in this matter ; and in order to clarify its aims and activities 
in the whole field of Evangelical witness it has recently issued a booklet 
bearing the same title as this article—Put in Trust with the Gospel. The 
primary design of the booklet is to introduce the Alliance to those who are 
not ajready familiar with its work, with a view to increasing its membership - 
among both individuals and churches. At the same time the booklet provides 
a bird's-eye view of the opportunities confronting the Alliance in so many 
directions at the present time and of the manner in which the challenge i is. 
- being met. 

There can be no doubt that these are days of strategic importance for 
the Evangelical cause. And moreover, mow’is the time for action. But it 
must be concerted action, Evangelicals must pray and plan and work 
together if their witness is to be effective in the world of to-day. It is for: 
this very reason that the Alliance is seeking to enlarge its membership, and 
in particular to form a direct link with Evangelical Churches through the 
Associate Membership Scheme, so that it may become more fully repre- 
sentative of the Church life of our land. It looks with confidence to all who 
recognize their trusteeship in the gospel of Christ to have a share in its 
s work and to strengthen its witness to what they hold most dear. F.C. 
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HEADQUARTERS NOTES 


On 3ist December our 
Chairman, Lt.-General Sir 
Arthur F. Smith, accom- 
panied by the Hon. Lady Smith, left 
England for a two months’ visit to 
Central Africa on behalf of the Africa 


Our 
Chairman 


~ Inland Mission, of which Sir Arthur 


is the President. By the time this issue 
of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM appears 
he will, we hope, have returned safely 
from his journey, which included visits 
to many mission stations and also 
conferences with missionaries over a 
wide area. We shall look forward to 
publishing in our next issue a fuller 
account of his experiences. — 


The Rev. 
John Savage his tour of South 

America and a full 
report of his recent activities appears 
elsewhere in this issue. Mr. Savage 
expects to return to England by about 
the 12th March. A special meeting to 
welcome him home is being planned for 
the evening of Tuesday, 24th March, 
when he will be giving an account of his 


Mr. Savage continues 


extended tour of South America. This . 


meeting will take place in the Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, beginning at 6.30 


p.m. those interested in 


Savage’s work and in the present 
situation in South America will be very 
warmly welcome. For all particulars, 
see the inside back cover. j 
The Rev. Yet another member 
Douglas Webster of the Council of the 

World’s Evangelical 
Alliance is abroad at the present time. 
At the beginning of January the Rev. 
Douglas Webster went to Stockholm 
where he is spending two months at 
Uppsala University assisting Professor 
Sundkler in the editing of a book about 
the Church of South India. On his 


arrival in Stockholm, Mr. Webster had 
| 


the opportunity of taking part in the 


observance of the Universal Week of 


one in the leading Congregational 
Church, and the other in the Methodist 
Church. He also preached at the final 
united service held in Uppsala Cathedral. 
He tells us that all the meetings during 
the Week of Prayer were well attended, 
and many leaders of the various 
Webster is in Scandinavia he hopes to 
visit Oslo, and on his way home at the 
end of February to spend two or three 
days in Copenhagen. In both these 
places he will have an opportunity of 
conferring with the leaders of the 
Evangelical Alliance. 
On his return to London, Mr. 
Webster will be taking up his new 
appointment as Assistant-Home Secre- 
tary of the Church Missionary Society. 
| 
The Universal § Elsewhere in this issuc 


‘Week of Prayer a summarized account 


of the Universal Week 


‘of Prayer will be found. From the 


reports which are now coming in from 
Great Britain and many other parts of 
the world, it appears that the week was 
observed as widely as ever before and 
that it was the occasion of many united 
services and meetings for intercession. 
Special 
Coronation of the Universal Week of 
Prayers Prayer the Council of the 
_ Alliance issued a leaflet 
containing special prayers for Her 
Majesty the Queen and the nation for 
use during this tion year. Any 
readers of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
who would like to obtain copies of these 
prayers in leaflet form may do so on 
making application to the Secretary and , 
enclosing a stamped addressed envelope. 


Just priorto the observance ° 


‘ ~ 


The Such details as are avail- 
Coronation able concerning these two 
Rallies great meetings on Ist June 
| and 2nd June will be found 
on-the.inside of the back cover. We 


would particularly draw the attention. 


of our readers to the fact that tickets 
must be. obtained for these Rallies, as 
it is not possible to gain admittance to 
the Royal Albert Hall without tickets. 
These are available on application to 
headquarters on and after 2nd March. 
Eafly application for tickets is advised. 
It is hoped that many of our readers will 
be present with us on this great occasion, 
in order to join in prayer for Her 


Majesty the Queen on the eve of her ti 


coronation. It is hoped that one of our 
Vice-Presidenis, the Archbishop — of 
Sydney, will be in this country and will 
take a leading part in the meeting. 
Other speakers will be announced in 
the next issue. The meeting on 2nd June 
will take the form of an evangelistic 
rally for young people and will be led 
by Mr. Thomas B. Rees. 


Dr. Billy Elsewhere in this issue there 
Graham appears a report of the visit 

to Korea which Dr. Graham 
and some of his colleagues undertook 
during the Christmas season. A brief 
report is also included of the crusade 
held at the end of last year at Albu- 
querque in New Mexico, a city where 
no major evangelistic campaign has 
been held for nearly fifty years. 

In November last Mr. Jerry Beavan, 
the Executive Secretary to. Billy 
Graham, paid a short visit to this 
country. He conferred with the Council 
of the Evangelical Alliance at a specially 
in London with many people concerning 
Dr. Graham’s prospective visit in 1954. 
Accompanying this issue of EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTENDOM is a booklet which gives 
the text of Dr. Graham’s address at the 
‘Church Hotse, Westminster, when he 
_ visited London in March of last ‘year. 


‘transaction of formal business. This . 


way. The prime need at. the present 
time, as he himself emphasizes in the 
booklet, is for prayer. We urgently 
bring this matter-to your notice and 
invite you to fill in the accompanying 
card so that we may keep you informed 
of specific needs as they arise from time 
to time. Further information will be 
made available as the months go 


crusade will begin on Ist March, 1954. 


The Annual We give notice in accord- 
Business 


Meeting 
of Members tion that the Annual 


Business meeting of 
members only will take place at the 
registered office of the Alliance, 30 
Bedford Place, London, W.C.1, on 
Thursday, 28th May, at 4 p.m., for the 


will include the approval of the accounts 
and Balance and report of the 
Executive Council and Auditors for the 
year ended 3ist March, 1953; the 
election or re-election of officers and 
Executive Council ; and the transaction 
of any other ordinary business of the 
Alliance. An¥ member of the Alliance 
whose subscription is not in arrears for 
the year previous to the date of the 
meeting has the right to be present. 


} 


Further copies of this booklet may be 
obtained from the offices of the 
Alliance, price one shilling. We com- 
mend this baoklet to the careful 
attention of our readers as it provides 
en § a very comprehensive account of Dr. 
Graham's evangelistic methods, and : 
answers many of the questions which 
have been raised concerning his work in . 
America. 
A special Committee of Action for 
the greater London Crusade of 1954 
has been formed by the Executive 
Council of the Alliance and plans for 
Dr. Graham’s visit are now well under 
Graham’s visit will be confined to 
London and it is almost certain that this 
| 
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' Prayer EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM together with a lettet from our Chair- 


conducted three campaigns of an 


The Enclosed with this issue of Evangelical Fellowship. This literature, 


Bulletin is the first number of the man, was recently despatched to many 

Prayer Bulletin, which it is thousands of Christian ministers 
hoped to issue quarterly. This publica- throughout the country. It is our belief 
tion is in no way intended to supersede that there are many churches which 
or take the place of the prayer bulletins would like to be more actively linked 
already issued by many missionary and with the work of the Alliance ; and an 
other societies. Its purpose is to provide opportunity is now afforded to con- 
a comprehensive survey of Evangelical gregations to do this by means of the 
work and movements in many parts of new scheme_of Associate Membership. 
the world, more particularly with a view This will enable them to have a definite 


. to providing material for those who are share in the growing activities of the 


responsible for the leading of prayer llliance, and to be kept in touch with 
meetings either in churches or in smaller the needs and developments of the work 
groups. Any suggestions from our through the Prayer Bulletin. 

readers or from those who use this | 

Bulletin as to ways in which it could be. | 

improved will be greatly appreciated. Annual A small service which the 


Trust with title setting forth the list of the Annual Meetings being held 
the Gospel” chief lines along which by the many Evangelical societies in the 
the work of the Evah- London area during 1953. This list has 


_ gelical Alliance is progressing in these been circulated to all the societies in. 


days has been prepared, together witha question. Any readers who would be 


leaflet giving full details about the interested to receive a copy of this list 


Universal Week of Prayer, and another. may gladly do so on request, enclosing 
about the growing work of the World a stamped addressed envelope» 


THE EVANGELISTIC SECRETARY 


, News of the Rev. Ricwarp Rees’s receni activities. 


HE Rev. Richard Rees, Evan- week night in the University Assembly 

gelistic Secretary of the World’s. Rooms were devoted to various aspects © 

‘Evangelical Alliance, has recently of Christian Truth. These meetings 
were, chaired by members of the 
entirely different nature. During the University staff and were very well 
month of November he led the Mission attended, reaching about one-third of 
in Durham University, organized by the the student body. 
Durham Inter - Collegiate Christian A correspondent from Durham 
Union. The mission here was centred University writes: “Mr. Rees was 


around the theme “ Consider Truth,’ extremely well received by the Univer- 


and as our correspondent has already sity as a whole, ‘and his clear and simple 


reported, the main meetings of each exposition of the Christian message was 


Meetings Alliance has been able to 
| 
A 


~—Church. 
“ The missioner made no attempt at 
. been answered and in a measure which 


R.A.F. in Germany 
During the latter part of N ber, 
Mr. Rees paid a visit to y in 


connection with the Mission to the 


‘Barrow-in-Furness 


During the early part of December, 


Mr. Rees visited the North of England 
to conduct a Campaign in the large 


industrial parish of St. Mark’s, Barrow. 


_ The Rev. Robert Kennaugh.-writes as 
follows : 


The following report has come to 
hand as we go to press concerning Mr. 
Rees’s mission in Bessbrook, N. Ireland. 


“ After 15 days of evangelistic effort, 


the organizers of this mission in 
Bessbrook feel deeply grateful to God 
and very much humbled. Prayer has 


had scarcely been hoped for. 

“ From the beginning it was evident 
that there was a deep interest in the 
message of the Gospel and this increased 
night by night, as did also the attendances 


until we had an audience of five or six 


hundred listening attentively to the ‘old, 
old story." 


Results, of course, cannot easily be 


tabulated, but many found the Saviour, 
and not a few backsliders were restored. 


_ Rev. Richard Rees, who led the mission, 


greatly appreciated. In addition, to his “ The Vicar and the Curate, working 
main talks, he addressed ‘meetings of to a prepared plan, were able to visit 
ordinands, spoke at some of the daily every house in the parish. These visits 
. prayer meetings and talked personally were followed by visits of the laity. 
with a large number of students. His Just prior to the mission the Anglican . 
ministry in Durham made a deep Clergy of the town assisted the Clergy 
impression on all Christiansand brought in a ‘last-minute’ visitation of the 
many believers out into open witness. whole parish, This was supplemented 
There were some definite conversions, by the laity, mostly in the evenings. | 
and much real interest was aroused in There is no doubt that this pastoral 
spiritual things. At a tea for converts visitation, apart from the actual mission, 
and interested students, Mr. Rees spoke created a considerable impression, and 
to a gathering of 150 students on ‘The had the happy result of increased con- 
Christian Life’.”’ gregations : it certainly has engendered 
a very friendly spirit towards the 
Church. 
have been exceedingly fortunate in our 
§86missioner, a man of great experience 
Royal Air Force. The Rev. Keith Y. and sincere Christian character. The 
Ensor, the Station Padre, reporting on preaching was excellent. The great 
the Mission, writes as follows : cardinal doctrines of the Church were 
‘ During this mission the messages presented with great fidelity and earnest- 
delivered were most challenging and ness. The preacher put his heart and 
powerful. They have left a lasting soul into every address. Many were — 
impression on the minds of very many, greatly helped, and a _ considerable | 
and some, I believe, have received number accepted decision cards.” 
Christ as their personal Saviour. 
“Over 2,000 attended the various Bessbrook, N. Ireland ' 
meetings and Padres’ hours during the 
four days of the mission. This did not ee 
include a number of. German young 
: held in the local German Lutheran 
keen wind blew through the service, and 
stirred the indifferent and the lapsed. 
God spoke, many heard, some listened, 
a few were born again.”’ 
7 


_~ Associate Evangelist in the 


which he had undertaken. Not only did 
he address a nightly mission service but 
men’s, women’s, and children’s meetings 
as well. The schools in the district were 
visited and a few informal gatherings 
were also addressed. 


“The straightforward, yet loving, 


presentation of the Gospel, was not only 


blessed to the salvation of many but 
several Christians have testified to 
blessing received. 

“We thank God for the W.E.A. and 
Mr. Rees, and pray that their efforts for 
the extension. and building up of the 
Kingdom may be richly blessed in the 
future as they have been in Bessbrook 
at this time.” J. WRAY. 


BILLY GRAHAM VISITS KOREA 


RAVELLING nearly 1,000 miles 

per day, and preaching on an 
average four times daily, Billy 
Graham recently visited Korea in 
response to an invitation from Korean 
missionary leaders and 2,000 churches in 
South Korea. In the course of his visit, 
which occupied the whole month of 
December, he witnessed hundreds of 
decisions for Christ on the part of both 
the native Koreans and American GI's. 
He returned to the States early in 
January, physically exhausted, but 
declaring, “ This has been the greatest 
single experience in my entire ministry.” 
Accompanying Mr. Graham on the 
21,000 mile trip were Grady Wilson, 
Graham 
campaigns, Bob Pierce, missionary 
correspondent in the Far East, and Ray 
Provost, Presbyterian missionary to~ 
Korea. The U.S. Army co-operated to 
the full once the party reached Korea 
and offered every facility for getting the 


Gospel to the troops, particularly in 
front-line positions. 


Christmas Week 
- During Christmas week, Billy Graham 
__Spoke every day to large audiences of 
troops, reaching the various sectors by 
helicopter and light planes. Men 
gathered from every division serving on 


the front lines, often leaving their battle 
positions under cover of darkness in 
order to be at the meeting the next day. 
The roar of artillery, both UN and 
Communist, was a constant background 
for the messages, many of which were 
given within actual fighting range. 
Hundreds of GI's clearly made 
decisions for Christ, and reports from 
chaplains indicate that at least three 
high-ranking officers definitely accepted 
Christ as Saviour through the meetings. 
In Pusan crowds as large as 7,000 and 
8,000 stood in the streets for public 
meetings, both GI's and Koreans 
moving forward together to indicate 


their decision for Christ and to receive 


help and counsel. 

In addition to the regular meetings, 
there were daily visits to hospitals, 
P.O.W. camps, staff headquarters, etc. 
On the Hospital Ship Jutlandia, an- 
chored in Inchon Harbour, Mr. Graham 
spoke with every. soldier in the wards, 
and many of them accepted Christ. 


_ Four-Point Programme 

Qn his return to the United States 
the evangelist spoke most highly of the 
Korean Church, which he considered to 
be stronger spiritually than the Ameri- 
can Church. “ The need in Korea is 
not for more Missions,” he declared, 
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Billy Graham preaching to a group of front-line troops in Korea on Christmas Day 


** but for more . And the 
Army needs more ins, too. I 
came to realize that the Chaplaincy is a 
high calling. Those men are doing a 
tremendous job for God. 

““We must pray for our Korean 
brethren, first of all; secondly, we 
must ask God to bring a speedy end to 
this war ; thirdly, we must send relief 
clothing ; and fourthly we must aid 
financially in rebuilding Korean 
churches, hospitals and orphanages. 
Americans can never understand the 
intense suffering Korea has known ; 
nor the utter devastation of this war ; 
nor the incomparabie heroism of 
Korean Christians. We must help them 


now.” 
Albuquerque Crusade : 
Reports have now ‘come to hand 
concerning Billy Graham's most recent 
evangelistic crusade in America, held in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico’s largest 


on 30th November, was conducted in a 
specially constructed tabernacle and 
represented the first large-scale effort in 


evangelism in the 300-year history of the : 


city. 


Attendances during the four weeks of 


the meetings equalled 20 per cent of the 
entire population of the city. Crowds 
flocked to the meetings from all parts 
of New Mexico, including places as far 
away as El Paso, Texas, and bordering 
towns in Arizona, Kansas and Colorado. 
In this way the entire Rio Grande 


Valley felt the impact of the crusade. 


The recorded decisions for Christ 
totalled nearly 4,000. Ministers of 
80 per cent of the city’s churches united 
for the effort under the leadership of 
Dr. William Wyatt, Pastor of Albu- 
querque’s First Baptist Church. At the 
close of the crusade the ministers 
thronged: around the Graham team 
expressing their heartfelt thankfulness to 
God for His blessing upon the work. _ 
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STUDENTS HOSTEL 


Immediate Enlargement of Alliance Club 


_ capital both for the first hostel, and also 


for immediate expansion. It is with 


' profound thankfulness to Almighty 


God that we are able to record that ths 


oF 


disposal and the students will be i 
residence. We have a long waiting li 
for many are evidently anxious to avai 
themselves of the Christian atmosphere 
and happy surroundings of the Alliance 
Club. 


While ‘it is not possible to know 


are confident from accurate estimates 
that the addition. of this extra house 


will make the running of the Alliance 


Club an economic proposition. Full 
arrangements are being made for 
amortization so as to secure the repay- 
ment of the borrowed capital as and 
when this becomes necessary, and also 
to ensure the payment of interest on 
this money. The average amount of 
interest is 3 per cent. 


Some readers may at the time have 
contemplated investing money in this 
project, but have been prevented from 
doing so. The foregoing statement that 
sufficient has been received for the 
present hostel and the immediate 
extension does not mean that we are 
not prepared to receive further invest- 
ments. The number of students requir- 
ing accommodation is still very great, 
and as soon as sufficient ‘additional 
money is in hand it is our intention to 
take steps to acquire more houses in 
Bedford Place so as to increase the 
accommodation even further. 


_ Farther Expansion 

If it were possible to do so, we would 
like to enlarge the hostel yet -again at 
the beginning of the next academic year, 
viz. in October, .1953 ; but this will 
depend both on the money being forth- 
coming and on the property becoming 
available. We have reason to believe 
that there are houses which could be 
acquired for the purpose; the real 
need is for more funds. 

We commend this new branch of our 
work to your prayers, that it may be 


exactly the financial position until the mightily used of God to the blessing of 
4 hostel has been running for a year, we ( students from all parts of the world. 


~ 10 


| CHRISTENDOM gave notice of the 
: fact that His Royal Highness the [xxx 
Duke of Edinburgh had promised to 
place about the time that this issuc is 
received and therefore it is too early to 
give any report. The object of His 
Royal Highness’s visit is to enable him 
to meet the students personally and 
informally, and we are hoping that they 
will be able to have tea with him. 
Also contained in the last issue was a | 
| letter setting forth the Scheme of | 
| Investments for providing the necessary 
; response to that letter has been most 
encouraging and that a sum has now 
been received for investment which 
{ enables us to clear the initial cost of 
- the first hostel. 
; purchase of the lease 
— 


EVANGELICALS BELIEVE 


1. ABOUT CONVERSION 


By Tue Rev: L. F. E. Wickinson, M.A. 
(Principal of Oak Hill College, Southgate, N.\4) 


HAT is conversion ? The word 
really means “ about turn,” and 
” in that broad sense it is possible 
to be converted many times in life. Such 


and righteous- 
‘ness. True conversion is something far 
more radical and affects life on a far 
deeper and more vital level than that. | 
There is, however, a sense in which 
such a turning is Scriptural and is 
necessary in certain circumstances for a 
_ Christian. Our Lord, speaking to Peter, 
said to him, “ When-thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren ”’ (Luke 22 : 32). 
He was foretelling that Peter, already a 
believer, was about to fall fom Him and 
to deny Him. From that the apostle 
would have to “ turn” deliberately by 
his own determination of will. This 
duty will arise whenever a Christian 
slips away and fails his Lord. But in 
these cases the Christian already possesses 
the new life, he is a new creation. His 
conversion, therefore, is the response of 


his will to the word and way of the God 
Whose he is and Whom he serves. 


By the Evangelical the word “ con- 
version "’ has constantly been applied to 
that radical change in the life and spirit 
of a man or woman which Christ was 
referring to when He said to Nicodemus, 
as recorded in the third chapter of 
St. John, “ Ye must have new life from 


above.”’ This deep experience is no mere. 


“ turning round ”’ on man’s part, though 
it will include that ; it is “ new life,” 
divine life, implanted within man’s soul 
by God Himself. St. Paul, speaking of 
this experience and its radical change, is 
able to say, “ If any man be in Christ he 
is a new creation ; old things are passed 


" away ; behold all things are become 


new ””’ (2 Cor. 5: 17). 


There are four essential step? in this 
experience and these may be taken by 
whosoever will.” 


~ 1. Recognition of Lack and Sin 

At the beginning, for many people, 
this is a sense of a lack of that which will 
make life whole and satisfying, rather 
than a deep burden of the guilt of sin. 
In the story of the Prodigal Son, the 
prodigal’s first awareness of need arose 


from his recognition that he was outside 


and missing what the least in the Father’s 
house were enjoying. And the more he 
thought on their satisfaction, the more 
he felt a sense of dissatisfaction with his 
present conditions. That is why so often 
those outside of Christ are awakened 


first of all, not by the truth that they are 


sinners, but by coming into contact 


with a joyous, satisfied Christian or 


Christian fellowship ; or.by coming into 
contact with vital spiritual worship. 
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mission or series of meetings for the 
deepening of the spiritual life. I am 
speaking for the moment of those who 
know nothing of a deep spiritual change 

address, maybe, they realize that they 
are facing in the wrong direction and 
have their feet on the wrong path. In 
their own strength and with a sudden 
(Of sSiowiy-formed) decision to 
reform, they “about turn.” For a 
longer or a shorter period they maintain 

the obvious difference in their lives. a 
But such a turning, without the inward 
power of the Holy Spirit, will never last, 
and never satisfy. For Christianity is 
Christ, not a human response to the 
| 


man’s salvation even when there was no 
willingness or desire on man’s part for 
the fact that God has thus 
for man what man could not do 


He does 

the returning prodigal, in the way 
the parable tells us, but that in His 
wisdom He came right down 
“ pigsty,’ as it were, to seek and 
sinners. For God so loved the 


not do. To die for a 
One Whose life was 


could 
required 
a of 

life had been tested and found in 
ts without sin. And so it was 
Christ, the very Son of God, and 
Son of Man, was able to take 
and of His own free will to 
our sins in His own body on the 


unprepared to acknowledge that without 
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Christ they are unable to supply that 
need. It is a humbling thing to have to 
realize that God has had to do every- 
thing for us, because we are so utterly, 
unable to help ourselves. And yet it is 
the best news that can be preached. It 
is true that down the centuries men 
have ignored or derided or revolted at 
the fact of the Cross; and yet it is 
exactly that fact of the Cross which has 
to the point of conversion. 

Some time ago a missionary com- 


menced work amongst a tribe of | 


Eskimos. Not knowing where to com- 
mence he thought that he would find 
common ground with them in the fact. 
of God as the Creator. He preached 
accordingly, drawing his illustrations 
from the realm of nature and urging on 
his hearers the kind of conduct which 
would be pleasing to such an Almighty 
and All-holy God. But far from being 
stirred and turning from their evil ways, 
they merely resented his preaching the 
more, and became so hostile that he 


gave up preaching and gave himself to 


the translation of the Gospels into their 
language. 3 

One day while he was at his desk, a 
group of angry men burst in upon him, 
but were awed as they saw him making 
strange black marks upon a piece of 
paper. 
“ Making paper talk,’’ was 
his reply. “ Then make it talk to us,” 


they ordered. It so happened that he 


_had come to the end of the fifteenth — 
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chapter of St. Mark’s Gospel; so, 
taking it up, he read to them the story 
of the Cross. There was no explanation 
or preaching,.merely the reading of the 
story ; but when he came to the end 
there was silence, and as he looked up 


he saw there were tears in many eyes. eS 


So for the first time he preached to them 
Christ crucified. It was the beginning of 
a great work of conversion in the tribe. 
For those Eskimos the recognition 


of their need came largely from the 


“ What are you doing they 


yi It was when the prodigal had been 

. stirred by the recognition of what he 
lacked that he was 

“] have sinned.” And 
Scriptures is missing God's 

is wilfully going one’s 
réfusing God's. And no 
think sincerely of turnin | 
he is awakened to what he is 
and realises where he is, 

destination to which his 

) dition is leading him. 

| 2. Realization of the Good News ee 

The good news of God is that He has 

: taken the initiative, and has acted for 

is so contrary to human 

will ignore and spurn it 

' at the end of himself and 

J God can give him. 

. of God’s good news is 

: Cross. 

While there are many who are un- 

willing to admit their sense of need, | 
there are far more who are completely . 


realization of the Good News of 
God’s love for them in Christ. 

The true convert is always ready to 
admit that without Christ he can do 
nothing, and to say with Toplady of 
long ago, 

““ Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling.” 


: 3. Response of the Will 

Before the experience of Conversion or 
the New Birth comes to any individual 
there has to bea definite response of the 
will and a yielding to Christ. For God 
has given to every human being: a free 
will, which He never invades. Although 
God is Almighty, when He made the 
world as He did, He chose to limit 
Himself in certain directions. And one 
of His purposes was the Calling into 
being of a fellowship of free spirits who 
might enjoy eternal life with Himself. 
He did not want mere machines who 
must do His bidding. He purposed a 
family in which every member would 
delight to do His will for the well-being 
of all and the love of the Father. 

So in infinite love He offers to man 
His beloved Son, and with Him all the 
riches of glory ; and to as many as 
receive Him, to them He gives the right 
to become the sons of God (John 1: 12). 
In a slightly different sense we.read in 


MS the book of the Revelation, “ Behold, I 


stand at the door and knock ; if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, 


‘I come in to him” (Rev. 3 : 20).~ 


Here again the double fact is emphasized 
that Christ makes the first move, seeking 
and knocking at the door of the human 


heart in many ways ; but ultimately the 


decisive act is the response of the 
individual. There has to be the hearing 
of the voice, and the willingness to open 
the life to Christ and invite Him in. 
What will happen when such a response 
is made is abundantly clear. A promise 
is given on which faith may lay hold, 


His work first in the use he makes of 


‘and thus courage may be awakened to — 


take the step of personal surrender. 


at 
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4. Re-alignment of the Life 


This step follows conversion and does — 


not precede it.. As Mr. D. L. Moody 


used to say in his preaching, God does 


not want us to break the fetters of our 
sins and then come to Him when we 
have done all the work. God calls us 
to respond to Him with all our fetters 


in the humble realization that without 


Him we can do nothing about it. It is 
the work of Christ to cleanse us from 
our gins ; but on our side there must be 
a willingness that they shall be removed 
and cleansed. 

In the course of the Christian life 
there will come times when new, light 
from God will reveal as sinful some- 
thing which has been allowed for years 
but which is keeping us back from the 
full and abundant life of Christ. Once 
again Christ comes and knocks at that 
“room” as it were in our lives. He is 
fully able to deal with it, but once again 
He waits until we are willing and invite 
Him in to handle the matter for us. 

But there is something further. When 
first Christ is received into the life by 
the response of faith, the realization is 
brought home to the individual Christian 
that he is not his own, that he is bought 
with a price. Therefore life in the future 
will not be controlled by the question, 
“What do I want to do or be done ?” 
but by “ What does He want me to do 
or to see is done ?”’ The outworking 
of conversion will affect every part of a 
man. His books and habits, his hobbies 
and his work, will all have to be brought 
beneath the searching glance of his new 
Lord and Saviour. It has been well said 
that usually the last part of-a man to be 
converted is his pocket. And certainiy 
it is true that when a Christian is willing 


to use his money and earthly possessions 


as a trust from God and puts God and 


his money, most other things will follow. 
Yet when all is said and done, to the 


(Concluded on page 24) 
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THE 


By Tue Rev. Pror. James S. STEwart, D.D. 


An Address given at the Church House, Westminster, on Saturday, 
January 10th, 1953 


HE great Scripture passage which 

was read to us to-night from 

Ezekiel (ch. 47.1-9) has a bearing 
on this theme of revival, The last words 
of that passage were these: “ Everything 
shall live whither the river cometh.” 
Here was Ezekiel in Babylon dreaming 
of his fatherland across the desert, his 
sweet and blessed country, the home 
of God's elect.” Twenty-five years he 
had lived in Babylon an exile, but :still 
the flame of his passionate patriotism 
was burning as brightly as on that 
terrible day of . deportation when 
Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers had rounded 


up their batch of captives and marched 


them out through the Jerusalem gates. 
How vividly he could still recall it—that 
stricken hour of parting, the last glimpse 
of the Holy City before the road rounded 
the bend of the hill and hid it from his 
sight forever. — 


His Homeland | 
Twenty-five years ! And here he was 
still dreaming of his homeland. Still all 


the western windows of his being were 


flung wide open towards Jerusalem. 

I vow to thee my country, 

All earthly things above, 

Entire and whole and perfect, 

The service of my love. 
Still the very dust of Zion to this man 
was dear ; the very ruins and rubble of 
her once magnificent Temple where 
Ezekiel himself as a young priest had 
ministered, loving every detail of the 


- Temple ritual, the very stones of the 


city’s wrecked battlements and burnt- 


out buildings and deserted streets, were’ 


a magnet to draw his heart. Twenty-five 


years, a quarter of a century ; and still 


like one of his own Hebrew poets he was 


saying, as some of us are perhaps saying 
in our hearts to-night as we look back 
to the great days of revival in this our 
own dear country, “ By thg rivers of 
Babylon, there we sat down ; yea,we 
wept, when we remembered Zion. We 
hanged our harps upon the willows in 
the midst thereof. For there they that 
carried us away captive required of us 
a song; and they that wasted us 
required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one 
of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing 
the Lord’s song in a strange land? If 
I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning.”” Twenty-five 
years, and still—“ where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also.”’ 


Jerusalem, my happy home, 


~-__ Would God I were in thee ! 


Would God my woes were at an end, 
Thy joys that I might see ! 
Now that is the historic background 
of this great vision. Ezekiel is very 
careful to give us the exact date. This 


whole series of visions, he says, came to 
him on the twenty-fifth anniversary of ~ 


the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
armies of Nebuchadnezzar. Those of 


you who happen to have sad anniver- 


saries in your own year may perhaps 
understand how Ezekiel was feeling 
then. 


But.watch what happened. Suddenly, 


as in a dream, he feels himself caught 


up by the Spirit of God. He is trans- 
‘ported away across the western wilder- 
ness. He is back in his beloved Judah. 


He is standing on the rugged rock of 
Zion. He sees the City spread out before 
him—no longer ruined-and wrecked and 
deserted, but splendid and stately and 
thronged with citizens. He sees the 
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God ? How could it, in the absence of 
any tributaries, deepen so rapidly that 


within a mile and a half of its source it - 


was quite unfordable—*“ waters to swim 
in’’ ? How could it get past that great 
on the east from the Dead Sea? How 


could it defy the physiographical con- ~ 


tour of the land as if great mountain 
‘barriers did not exist ? These questions, 
over which prosaic commentators shake 


their solemn heads, never troubled. 


Ezekiel. He had more urgent business 
on his hands and his heart than questions 
of geography. For you see, this is the 
River of Life, whose course is set by 
God alone. This is the great stream of 
supernatural grace to fertilise a hungry 


and haggard world. This is‘the surge _ 


and power of the Holy Spirit flowing 
out across this scene of human frustra- 
tion and corruption, sin and death, and 


bringing everywhere healing and fertility 


and life. Everything, he savs, shall live . 


whither the river cometh. . 


Prof. J. S. Stewart 
So you see, though the Holy Spirit is 


not explicitly mentioned in this passage 


at all, nevertheless He is here in every 
single word of it. And is there anything 
we need more to-day, anything this . 
wounded world needs more for the 
healing of its hurt, anything that a 
languid Church needs more for the 
vitalizing of its life, anything that our 
own dull, defeated lives, our mildly and 
conventionally religious lives, need more 
to make them alert, victorious and 
dynamic than just a new submersion in 
this river of Ezekiel, a new baptism of 
the Holy Spirit ? “* There is a river, the 
streams whereof make glad the city of 
God,” and reclaim the wilderness of this“ 
world. And everything shall live whither 
that river cometh. — 
From the Heights 

From all the mass of symbolism in 

this great vision I wish to single out one 


| or two points bearing specifically on this 


theme of revival. You notice this, first 
of all: Ezekiel’s river came down from 
the heights. The stream which was going . 


to irrigate the plain and reclaim - the 


Temple resurrected from its ruins, with " | 
a magnificence outmatching the dreams | 
of Solomon. He sees the glory of the 
Lord which had departed on the evil mr 
day returning tenfold more glorious. ay 
And—he sees the river. , 
This is the feature of his vision whieh 
draws our thoughts to-night : the river , 
rising beneath the altar-of God on the 
rock of the Temple, descending to the 
plain and to the desert, deepening 
and expanding as it goes, bringing 
as it flows through that burning, 
blistered waste of wilderness eastward 
from Jerusalem healing and fertility and 
life, bursting at last into the Dead Sea 
like a mighty rushing torrent and 
sweetening even those brackish waters oe 
of death. “* Everything,”’ he says, “ shall 
live whither the river cometh.”’ 
Prosaic commentators have told us 
that this whole picture is fantastic and 
) geographically impossible. How could 
a river, they ask, rise on the Temple 
rock beneath the altar in the house of 
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desert had its source away back amongst 
those rugged hills of Judah. Do you see 
_ what that is saying to us for our situation 
to-day ? Surely it is saying this, that 
God alone can give the power to build 
a better world. Down from the heights 
of the divine must come the inrush of 
creative energy : else all our planning 
is in vain. 

So much of our planning to-day is on 
the purely horizontal level. It is thinking 
in terms of a naturalistic existence. It is 


still stubbornly believing, despite all the — 


evidence to the contrary, that man him- 
self is the master of his fate and the sole 
architect of ‘his destiny ; that human 
ideals—a little more goodwill, a little 
more education, a little more social 
service—can of themselves transform 
the desert into a garden of the Lord. 
Let us be fair to the vast amount of 
useful planning which is going on at the 
present time. We need it all. Perhaps 
we need more than we have. But do not 
let us forget that river tumbling from the 
heights ! The people who live in terms 
of a secular philosophy, focused upon 
the natural and the human, tend to think 
of life and history as a long, flat, level 
process. Here ih the centre is the present 
moment ; there on one side is the past, 
there on the other is the future, with the 
perfect world, the final Utopia some- 
where at the‘end. That is the contem- 
porary interpretation of life. ~~ 


‘purely natural resources. 


to it, is the most revolutionary fact in 
all the world. It was the clear realization 
of this fact, a fact which (as 
the event proved) had enough spiritual 


dynamite in it to turn the world upside 


down, which explains the irresistible 
excitement of early Christianity. They — 
knew, those men, that God was on the 
field when He was most invisible. They 
stammer with excitement when they try 
to describe it. They bubble over with 
their eagerness to share it. And the 


point is—it is still true to-day. Itistrue - 


for this broken and frustrated world. 


It is true for the most disappointed and 
defeated soul in this hall to-night. This 


is the message of Pentecost. 


Spiritual Power 
Do you not think that the root of our 
trouble as Christians is that we have 
been trying to live the Christ-life without 
the necessary equipment—like a man 
who tries to cross the Atlantic rowing ? 
And of course it cannot be done. You 


cannot live the Christ-life in your own 


strength. You cannot do something 
which is obviously supernatural with 
You can, if 
God adds on an extra capacity—like _ 
the man who crosses the Atilarttic flying. 
And the message of the Gospel is that — 
this extra capacity, this spiritual super- 
natural capacity, is really and truly 
available.. 


And that is the view which the Bible, — Do let us try to get this clear once for 


on every single page of it, challenges and 
denies. “ If you live like that,”, it says, 
“you are simply blind! You are 
£ missing nine-tenths of the glorious truth. 
For this present moment, which you 
,think of merely as a point in the long 
‘line of human history, is far more than 
that : it is throbbing with the presence 


of God Almighty. And this natural 


human, horizontal level is all the time 


all. Either the eternal God can come 
right into your life and mine, or else He 
cannot. Either this word “ spiritual 
is the most terrific word in our vocabu- 
lary, and the thing it stands for the most. 
dynamic reality in life, or else the whole 
make-up of religion is sophistry- and 
sham. Either you and I, with all our 
defeats, who have toiled perhaps all 
night and taken nothing, can have the 


being intersected and invaded by the ~ ‘baptism of eternity, or else Jesus spoke- 


unseen and eternal.’ 
Now I am quite convinced that this, 


for the people who really come awake | 


falsely. You will not say that Christ 
deceived you? Then fear not—only 
believe.. The power’ is there ; ‘and the’ 
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I wish I could have put it more. clearly. 
But perhaps God's Spirit will tell you in 
your own hearts. Let us pass on. 


the height ; it rose in the Temple.It had 
its source beneath the altar. It came out 
from the courts of the house of God. 
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river rose in the Temple. Does it’ 


? God wills that it should, for 
God has committed to His Church— 
and that means not to the ministers or 
the clergy of the Church, but to every 
single member—the possession of the 
gospel which is the lost world’s only 
hope. Therefore if the Church should 
grow lethargic and the spirit of Christ- 


_and that they must be witnesses or they 


not entitled to the name of Christian: 


Do you not feel the challenge ofthis if we are not seeing that even Communism 


symbolism ? You see it means that, in 
spite of all its glaring faults and failings, 
the Church is still right on the line of 
the divine purpose for humanity. It is 


___ still the instrument which God plans to 


use. It is the point at which God, 


is perhaps in some sense God's judgment 
on Christendom for all the things it has 
left undone, and God’s challenge to 
Christendom to be up and doing these 
things-without delay, to champion the 
exploited and enfranchise the racially 


seeking to remake the world, can_most — disinherited, to give rest to the weary 


readily take hold by His Spirit. Can we . 
think of that, and then look with equan- 


and bread to the hungry—if the Church — 


is not concerned about “this, then it is 


imity at the Church as it exists to-day ? - a denial of Christ every whit as flagrant 


The river, says Ezekiel, which is going 
to reclaim the wilderness; comes out 
from the Temple. Does it indeed ? 


Some people are telling us it comes from 


Moscow. In the apostolic age, yes, then 
the vision was true. For then the whole 


Church was throbbing and vibrating 
with its glorious mission. Men were not 
in those days blasé about their holy 
things. They were not so busy with the 
techniques of service and organization 
that they had no time for worship and | 
adoration. They were not a dull 
debating club nor a mildly benevolent 
. human agency with pious good inten- 
tions‘ towards their fellow men. They 


~ —were-a conquering divine society. They 


were alive with the very life of the Risen 
Christ. And that is why they were able 
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as Simon Peter's ** I know not the Man.”” 


And judgment must begin at the House 


of God. What a travesty it is when the ~~ 
Church becomes content to cultivate — 


inoffensiveness—the Church of One 
who for love of man came down. into 
the fearful pit of history and into the 
miry clay of the miseries of all mankind! 
God has committed this to His Church. 
Breathe on us, Breath of God.”” On 
us in the Church send resurrection ; 

and then indeed the world will begin to 
see that in Christ is life and the life is 
the tight of men. 

‘T pass quite briefly to a third salient. 


feature of this great vision : the manner 
--there were waters to the ankles, then 


in which Ezekiel’s river’ deepened. 


waters to the knees, then: waters, to the’ 


I 
one condition is that we should reaily 
desire it and be prepared to commit , 
ourselves to it in irrevocable self- 
surrender. “I ord, I believe, help Thou 
mine unbelief. Lord, I repent, help Thou 
mine impenitence. Lord, I commit -my- 
self to Thee, help Thou my shrinking 
from commitment.” 
: The Temple of God as it goes out to meet the paganism of 
: I ask you to notice a second salient the world; if men hear no longer in 
feature of this great vision which has a the Church’s message the pleading and 
bearing on this theme of revival. the passion of the Christ ; if there are : 
Ezekiel’s river not only came down from Christians who do not realize that they 
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loins, and then finally waters to swim in. are also some who are older ; and itis 
There is something wrong with our a wonderful thing to know that even if ie a 


‘personal religion if it is not an ever you have been a Christian for forty 


deepening tide. 


Within a mile and a years and more you can still be dis- 


half of its source Ezekiel’s river was covering something about Christ to-day 


quite unfordable. A mile and a half ! 
I wonder how many miles some of us 
have travelled since first we saw the 
Lord. “Has it been an ever deepening 
river ? A deepening knowledge of God? 
An always increasing surprise. and 


amazement at the grace and glory of 


Christ? Or would some of us have 
sorrowfully to confess that the river 


which began thirty or forty miles back’ 


is only a poor shallow trickle still, that 
never once in our religious life have we 
known what it meant to have waters to 
swim in? Perhaps some of us would 
say: “ The river which sprang bright 
and sparkling from beneath the altar of 
God on the day when I made my first 


_ Communion is only a memory for me : 


it died out miles back amid the sand 
and rocks of life, and only the dry; 
empty channel is left to-night !” 

It need not be. For—*‘* Son of man,”’ 
said the angel to Ezekiel, as they stood 
together beside that rising stream, “hast 
thou seen this ?”’ Have you understood 
it? This is not merely a pretty picture, 
a rhetorical-irrelevance. This is the 
concrete truth of our holy religion : 
from strength to strength, from grace to 


grace, from wonder to wonder,from. 


insight to insight, from the love in your 


heart for Jesus to-day to to-morrow’s 


still more burning passion of devotion, 
from this year’s certainty of God-to 


a 


next year’s still more impregnable 


conviction—the river deepening all the 
way ! It really works. And there is only 


one secret, as far as I know : and that. 


is to keep in the fellowship of Jesus. 


and to-morrow which you never knew 

And so we finish where Ezekiel 
finished. “ Everything shall live whither 
the river cometh.”” He sees the Judean 
desert, burnt bare and haggard in that 
merciless heat, springing into life because 
the river ofthe Lord has crossed it. He 
sees even the Dead Sea itself, that 
sweltering rift in the earth, that “ bit of 
the infernal regions come up to the 
surface,” as one traveller has put it, 
transfigured utterly ; so that the figher- 
men can ply their craft from one end of 
the sea to the other. Ps 

In other words, he sees that so 
wonderful is the Spirit of God that 
wherever that Spirit comes all things are 
possible. Everything lives—the devasta- 
tion of Europe, the society secularized 
into paganism, the minds corrupted 
with a false philosophy ;. everything 
lives—the Church half suffocated with 
its own ecclesiasticisms, the souls. gone 
tionalized into mere respectability ; 
everything lives—our own frustrated 
and defeated lives, our visions and hopes 
that have vanished in the wreckage of 
the years, our spiritual impotence and 
deadness .of heart—everything lives 
whither the river cometh ! : 

Do you want it, this vitality, this God- 
peace, this ineffable serenity of Christ ? 
You know the conditions. We have 
been told something of them already 
to-night : reading our Bible every day, 


disciplining our devotional life every 


Keep looking at Him, adoring Him. day, making a fresh self-commitment 


_ His Spirit will do the rest. From the every day, communing with God in 
dried-up channel of the soul there will Christ every day. 


You know the 


come again the sound of deep waters conditions. And so do I. And the only 


and a rising tide. There are a lot of 


question is, What do we propose to do 


young people here to-night, but. there about it, now that we know ? 
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BEHIND THE SCENES WITH 
THE BIBLE 


By Tue Rev. Georrrey R. Kino 
(East London Tabernacle) 


An Address given at the Church House, Westminster, on Wednesday, 


‘TE are in the full swing of New 
_ Year parties for the children at 
this time of the year in East 


London ; and it seems to me from 


most popular features at 
children’s party is a Punch 
very well indeed. Now to the children 
in the audience, sitting in front of the 
little stage, it all seems very real and 
exciting and amusing, but very miysti- 
fying. How does Punch suddenly bob 
up and down, to deal a shattering blow 
here or to be whacked flat to the floor 
there ? How is it that Judy comes on 
just at the right moment and skedaddles 
off with such speed a moment cater ? 


Where does the dog Toby come from ° | 


and all the other queer little figures that 
so engagingly. troop on and off at 
different periods of the story? I was 
privileged to be “* back stage,’ and be- 
hind the scenes. I saw exactly how it was 
all done. I saw the one master-mind 
that manipulated the figures from below, 


January 6th, 1953 on the theme “ Nations and their Rules” 


They are not a little mystified by it all 
and they are getting more and more 
afraid. Men’s hearts are truly failing 
them for fear for what-is coming wpon 


the earth. They have their own reasons 


or brought them on by threads hanging © 


from above, exactly as he wanted them, 
to work out the plot of his story. 

Now the unconverted people of this 
world, including the merely nominally 
religious folk, are like the children in 
the audience. They watch the grim 
- drama of Nations and their Rulers, one 

.power rising here and falling again ; 
- @ne blustering tyrant appearing here, 
_» waxing mighty, flourishing for a time 

and declining to an ,ignominous end. 


goles to end! 


and explanations, of course, their 
remedies and their policies—usually 
completely wrong and quite futile. ‘I 
suppose never before in the history of 
the world has it been proved so tragically 
true that “the wisdom of this world 
cometh to nought.” 


The Master Mind 

But we who believe in our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, we, who by 
repentance towards God and faith in | 
the blood of Jésus, have been born 
again, and are constituted by the Holy — 
Spirit, the blood-washed children of 
God—vwe, with our Bibles in our hands, 
are privileged to be introduced, as it 
were, back stage.: we can see behind | 
the scenes : we know how the whole 
thing works : we perceive the Master 
Mind behind it all : we know the plot 
of the story ; and we know how tt is all 
; 

Now the Bible gives us the position 
from both points of view—the “ before 
stage ’’ point of view, and the “ behind 
the scenes’ point of view. The Bible 
shows us the drama of Nations and 
their Rulers throughout history as it is 
seen, sO to speak, by the audience—the 
human, earthly, visible course of history ;~ 


_ but also the Divine, heavenly, unseen 
cause of the 
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David (Psalm 22:28): 


moving Nations and their Rulers. It is 


this back-stage, behind-the-scenes view 


that is so important to understand in 
order that we may pray and witness 
effectually for such a time as this. 


Now I find in my Bible that the 
Nations and their Rulers are shown in 
three relationships. The Bible shows 
us Nations and their Rulers in relation 
to God ; and the Bible shows us Nations 
and their Rulers in relation to Satan ; 
and the Bible shows us Nations and 
their Rulers in. relation to the Church, 
the people of God. It is of the utmost 
importance ‘first to understand, back- 
stage, from the Bible, Nations and their 
Rulers in relation to God. The Bible 
makes it clear from first to last that God 


. is ever behind the nations. I call to my 


witness a Psalmist and a Prophet and an 
Apostle. For the Psalmist I turn you to 
“For the 
kingdom is the Lord’s : and He is the 
governor among the nations.”” For the 
Prophet I turn to Daniel (4:17) : “* This 
matter is by the decree of the watchers 
and the demand by the word of the holy 
ones .. .”"—and that, in view of what I 
am going to say presently, refers to 
God's angels in Heaven who minister 
upon earth—“to the intent that the 
living may know that the Most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whomsoever He will, and setteth 
up over it the basest of men.”’ And for 
the Apostle I turn to Paul, in those well- 
known words at the beginning of 
Romans-13: “Let every soul be 
subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power 
that be are ordained of God.”’ And that 
was written in the reign of the Caesars, 
perhaps even Nero himself ! 


God’s Sovereign Will 
Now that is the outlook of the Bible 


all through, that the Nations of this 
world and their Rulers ate kept within 
7 the sovereign will of God. Harry Lacey 


but of God: the powers 


has pointed this out in a very impressive 
way : “ God’s supremacy as He rules 
in Providence over human rulers is 
expressed in three eloquent words. 
Daniel 4:17, ‘ The Most High giveth the 


kingdom to whomsoever He will’ ; 


Prov. 21:1, ‘ The king’s heart is in the 
hand of the Lord, as rivers of water : 
He turneth it whithersoever He will’ ; 
Acts 4:27, 28, ‘.. . of a truth against Thy 
holy child Jesus, whom Thou hast 
anointed, both Herod, and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people 
of Israel { Nations and their Rulers, you 
see] were gathered together, for to do 
whatsoever Thy hand, and Thy counsel 
determined before to be done.’ ’” Whom- 


soever He will, whithersoever He will, 


for whatsdever He will! Or, as Paul 
would put it, “Who is the only 
Potentate, King of kings and Lord of. 
lords.” | 

The last book H. G. Wells wrote he 


entitled “ Man at the End of his Tether.” 


I would judge that man is nearer the 
“tether’”’ end now than when Wells 

wrote that book a few years ago. But 
God is not at the end of His tether ! 

That is one of the things the Bible makes 
very clear. God is still on the throne and 
God is never at a loss. And this is what 
the Bible says— Nations and their Rulers 
are at the end of God’s tether! The 
Bible shows us (thinking of my Punch - 
and. Judy illustration) that there is one 
Master Mind behind all the movements 
of history. Compare these two Scriptures. 
The Apostle Paul to the Athenians : 

He “ hath made of one blood all nations 
of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation ’’ (Acts 17:26). Put with that 
the prophet Jeremiah concerning Egypt: 

“ They did cry there, ‘ Pharaoh, King of 
Egypt, is but a noise : he hath passed 
the time appointed’’’ (Jere. 46:17). 
There’s some “ back-stage”’ revelation 

for you ! I am going to show you ina 
that God’ has a enemy, 


é 4 
a 
i. 
| 
| 
; 
‘ 


who is always'trying to get into the box 


to spoil the story and wreck the plot, 
_ but he is never able finally to do so. The 
Bible perspective of looking at Nations 


“art a king of kings: for the .God of 
Heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 


God long before it began to happen. 
Now that is a difficult doctrine to face 
up to, isn’t it? But it is the Scriptural 
position. I am showing you to-night the 
sovereignty of God over the nations of 
men. 
Then why Hitler, and why Stalin, and. 


of God in this 
world to-day unless you realize that, 
first of all, the judgments of God are 
abroad in the earth, and that these 
judgments of God are expressed actively 
and passively. There are times when 
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out so that you can see how costly and 
how futile it is for you to turn your back 
upon Me and depend upon your own 


-policies.”” That is surely the plight of 


this world at the present moment. 


Man’s Wrath and God's Praise 

But above it all, above even the 
wickedness of men, is always the long- 
suffering, the almighty, and the utterly 
righteous God. My friends, in the days 
of the bombing, how we steadied our 
heart upon such a word as we find in 
the 76th Psalm and the 10th verse ! 
™ Surely Thou makest the wrath of men 
to praise Thee ; and the remainder of 


wrath Thou shalt restrain.”” Wonderful 


words !| Hitler was bad enough in all 
conscience, but he would have been 
infinitely worse if God had allowed him 
full rein. The wrath of that wicked man 
was made ultimately to praise God ;. 
and all the wrath of Adolf Hitler that 
God could not overrule and use for His 


praise, God restrained. And it is the .~ 


same with that wicked man Josef Stalin 
in the Kremlin at Moscow. How little 
he realizes it! How little that proud 
tyrant knows that he is only allowed to 


why Egypt? Ah! You must realize do in this world what the righteous 


from the Word of God that there are 
’@ times when God can only move in 
_Tighteous "judgment. 


God is allowing him to do—the God he 
denies ! He wonders perhaps why in 


| You will never some ways his hands are tied: he 


these’ monarchs and tyrants, dictators 
and oppressors, of these mighty national 
| movements, are all like puppets and judgment upon nations and men. And 
pawns prancing up and down on the there are other times when God judges 
world-stage, and all the strings are in passively, when God—lI say this rever- 
the sovereign hands of God ! ently—as it were stands back from this 
| world of men and says, “ Very well, 
| Hitler and Stalin then : if you persist in going your own 
: Then was God responsible for Hitler? way, if you persist in neglecting My 
And is God responsible for Stalin? Word and despising my Son, then I will 
Well, face it frankly. There is no, give you up to your own wicked devices, | 
problem that we ought not to face with _I will let your own sinfulness work itself 
| the Word of God in our hands. Let me 
: Was God responsible for Nebuchad- 
nezzar, King of Babylon? Was He? [ee 
I tell you, God was as directly responsible 
for Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, ve ~ 
who burned Jerusalem with fire and 
smashed the temple and led the people 
of God into captivity, as God was 
directly responsible for Cyrus, King of 
Persia, who allowed the people of God 
to go back from ‘their captivity and 
| enabled them to build up Jerusalem 
again, and restore*the temple. Unques- 
tionably that is so ; for, as Daniel said 
power, strength and glory.” And not = 
only so: everything that Nebuchad- 
nezzar did from first to last was foretold , 
in the Word of God by the prophets of 


i \ 


So, you see, to the believer with the 
Bible in his hand is given a very 
wonderful back-stage understanding of 
what is going on in the world to-day. 


the Bible shows us, in the second place, 
Nations and their Rulers in relation to 
Satan. Have you ever studied the 10th 


despatches one of His angels to Daniel's 
side on earth with the answer to Daniel's 
prayer. But it was three weeks later that 
the angel arrived at Daniel’s side. And 


the angel’s explanation of the delay was 


Never forget. two things in connection 


with the sovereignty of God. Never 
forget that God lives in eternity, whereas 
we live in time, and that God knows the 
end from the beginning. When you 
travel from Victoria to Brighton you are 
know what is around you as the train 
proceeds from. stage to stage on the 
journey ; but anyone in an aircraft high 


. enough to survey the entire lie of the 


land is able to see the whole process of 


your train journey from first to last. It 
is an illustration of living in eternity 
and living in time. “Never forget that. 


_And never forget this also: that all — 
God's s6vereign purpose is vested in His 


Son. I say with the utmost confidence, 
on the authority of Scripture, that all 


that is happening in our world to-day. 


is under the sovereign permission of 
God to prepare the world-stage for the 
great finale God has in view, the Second 
Advent of the Lord, when Christ shall 
reign over the nations of this world in 
righteousness. “‘ At last, the Saviour, 
Saviour of the world, is King !’’ Never 
forget that. So we see Nations and their 
Rulers in relation toGod. 

But God has a great enemy, an 
enemy who is seeking continually to get 
back-stage and ruin God's purpose. So 


that for three whole weeks he had been 


Prince of the Kingdom of Grecia will 
be waiting for me-and Michael and I 
will have to do combat with him.” 


Satan’s Kingdom | 

The Bible makes it very clear that 
Satan’s kingdom is a vast, ordered 
realm, very much upon the lines of 
Hitlér’s Germany. I know of no better 
illustration than Nazi Germany. “ For 
ties, against the world-rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spirit-forces 
of wickedness in the heavenlies.”” This 


‘is the Apostolic outline of Satan’s king- 


dom, at the head of which is Satan him- 
self, the Fuehrer. Underneath him, 
matching Hitler’s High Command, ‘are 


“ principalities,” the highest rank of 
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angels under Satan’s control. Then 
there are the lesser officials with dele- 


| wonders perhaps why his operations 
He is strutting on the stage to-day but 
. he is at the end of God’s tether and the chapter of Daniel ? Daniel, the man of 
| sovereignty of God is completely over God, in Babylon, begins to pray for his 
him and all the powers he rules. As people. The moment Daniel starts to 
the Saviour said to Pontius Pilate: pray, God, of course, hears in Heaven 
; “Thou couldst have no power at all His dwelling-place, and immediately 
b against Me except it were given thee 
from above.” As the Apostles said to 
¢ the rulers in Jerusalem after Pentecost : 
£. _ “ By wicked hands ye crucified and slew 
Him, according the 
counsel and foreknowledge of God 
7 fighting his way down between Heaven 
and earth, fighting with demon-princes, 
te Satan’s angels in the heavens, and in 
Li 3 particular, with “the Prince of the 
Kingdom of Persia,’ as he calls him— 
| unquestionably no mere man, but an 
angel-personality. And,”’ said Daniel's 
angel from Heaven, “I would not be 
here with you now had not I had the 
help of an ally, Michael, God’s angel 
who is specially. in charge of your 
people, the Children of Israel. Further,” 
continued the angel to Daniel, “ I know 
| 
¥ 


them and their activity. Then, says Paul, 
there are “ the world-rulers of the dark- 
ness of this age ”’—and Paul coined a 
word, because there was not one in the 

Greek language for the truth the Spirit 
“The world- 


the Bible will explain many of the things | 


happening to-day. It will explain, for 


example, the phenomenal rise of that 
man Hitler. But for Alexander the 


powers of hell behind Hitler and 


Germany ; and one important prince 


of darkness had Hitler as his sole 
charge. When we called Hitler a 
‘demon-possessed man, a Satanically- 
energised man, we were in fact, stating 
the literal truth. It explains inter- 
national Communism to-day. How is 
it that one man in the Kremlin at 
Moscow has succeeded in getting two- 
thirds of the world’s population within 
his immediate control? The Moham- 
medan world and the Orient world, 


two-thirds of mankind, to-day, are 


regimented under Communism, ready 
to strike against the West the moment 
Stalin says the word. You cannot 
explain that except by this fact, that 
some of the mighty angels of Satan's 
kingdom are immediately behind Stalin 
and Communism. On the stage, from 
the audience’s point. of view, you can 
explain it by the Pan-Arab League and 


by “ Nationalism of the Orient’; but 
back-stage, behind the scenes with your 
Bible, you know that the whole thing is 
instigated and energised by invisible 
demon-forces. The same with Kenya 
and the same with Egypt. But God is 
still and always in charge. 


The Charch 
Finally, the Bible shows Nations and 
their Rulers in relation to the Church. 
What set these great unseen forces in 


operation, in the 10th chapter of Daniel? i 


Two angels from Heaven and two angels 
from Hell in -mighty combat in the 
unseen—what started it off ? One man 
on his knees |! John Wesley used to say 
“God does everything by prayer and 
nothing without it.”’ I believe that is 
absolutely true. 

At the beginning of January, 1953, 
Mr. Winston Churchill, Prime Minister 
of Britain, and General Dwight 
Eisenhower, President-Elect of the 
United States of America, are meeting 
together in conference. Just at this 
same time, for the 106th year in 
succession, the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance has organized a Universal 
Week of Prayer. During this very week, 
all over the Christian world, men and 
women-are gathering together for 
prayer. Now I have no hesitation what- 


ever in saying that the Church at prayer 


during this first week in January is 
accomplishing infinitely more for the 
well-being of the world to-day than the 
conference of the two great Western 
Powers represented by their leaders— 
though I am glad to be able to add that 
both Mr. Churchill and General 
Eisenhower will have begun and will 
end their deliberations in prayer to God. 


‘But, men and women, it is the people of 
God named after His Son, the born-. 


again believers of this world, who are 
the people that matter. God is over all 


the nations and God’s purposes are all © 
vested in His Son, as I have said, and in . 


\ 
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gated authority, corresponding to the 
rulers of darkness correspond to those | 
mighty angels in Daniel 10, angels in | 
Satan’s kingdom who are told off to 7 
deceive and undermine the morale of | 
the rulers of nations, for Satan's | 
interests. And then, says Paul, not only | 
are there these three ranks of great 
invisible angel-rulers of darkness, but | 
also all Satan’s demons, hosts of wicked 
spirits in the heavenlies. 
Now this back-stage revelation from 
—a dauber-corporal rushed into dictator- 
ship—is unique in human history. But 
then, you see, there were great angelic 
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Prayer of Faith 
Let the world despise us ! They intle 
know that civilization is being contzsued 
for the sake of the people of God and m 
answer to their ‘believing prayer. The 
last war—why did flash as did. 
under the sovereignty of God ? Without © 


to keep in mind every day of our irves. 


began to gam strength < and so 


that God m bas done ali on the 
Cross for hss salvation and for hs 
bemg and ferther. that God m 
purposes that m the madst of the work 
he shall an abwxadant filled eth 
afi the fulimess of God And so the sauce 
of comversoe 5 comsccrafion- a2 
whack Ives m the lowe of God. whack 
yreids to Hee joyous obedicace. and 
whech commmaally surrenders that 5 
: seen to be fess than the best im the eet 
among Nations and ther Rulers im the of Hisholyiove 


‘ 


of His Son: and it is the Christian) Fest fed the spe 
Church which counts to-day. instigators of cvll m the beaveoiics - 
| ‘ then soe darkucss begm to give way on 
| the carth. 

Thess is the back-stage view of things 
as they are to-day. comcerumg Nations 
and thee Rulers. To be a Christian, 
have accocpted as one’s Sevicu 

and to be born again of His and 

therefore to be able to pray m Hes Name 
any doubt | would say, for the against powers of 

name of Christ throughout the world, Poston or honour that any king or 
and in answer to the prayer of faith thar "ier m ths world could offer, and two 
rose from their hearts all over the world. “id am milucace for good compictrly 
To be a Christian is to be a key person- O™tside the abuity of ths world. Such 

ality in the world-situation today. P and such power can be yours 
“ More things are wrought by prayer and mune ' May we msc to God's great 
than this world dreams of “—I should o#S0n, for such 2 tame as thes ° 
think so ! 

Exodus 17 is a position that we ought 

from: page 13) 

his prayer of converted man or wou ths 

| akgament of & mot 2 question of 

the mount, did the men of God im the an 


imgs were the profound sense of God's 


presence and the power of His Word. 


from: the States and beld = The fimal act was a procession of witness 


campesges mm Vakdrwm, Valparaiso and through the city in which a column of 


Sasteage. The Spe of the Lord was some 60,000 persons held up the traffic 
wpoe bem to such an cxtemt that the for hours. 


t@ Prayer ment of considerable proportions, and 

was obtained to draws: Christian workers from all parts 

ese the Stedeem whech holds of Chile to Temuco cach year immedi- 
poop Ths, was a 


= tour of South Yet the Stadium was crammed night ) 
of the by might. It scems clear that at icast 
i several days mm unconverted people heard the Gospel 
He reports that Mr. Savage mentions that there was a 
2 beg eepect on phenomenal sale of Bibles as a result of 
. and that § the campaign, and that the demand still 
of the aational continucs. It would seem that the two 
year by a2 outstanding characteristics of the mect- 
ger of the stadium and 
had been responsible for the 
ing, public address system, 
od to submit 
payment at | 
been put to 
i blessed so | 
uid be ashamed to take 
or their share in it. 
“ Keswick in Chile 
bavage reports that 
ling features of 
is the annual. 
there “as 2 goorral tramsport strike at vention ts held in the auditorium of the 
the poopie seamaged to tek oat Baptist Collesc, where the familiar text 
the place was overflowing. The ‘Ali one in Christ Jesus” is scen over 
of is 15,000. Not all of these the Lord brings a visitor from abroad 


UNIVERSAL WEEK PRATER 


Brief Reports from Great Britain 


CENTRAL LONDON. The Central 
London meetings followed the same 
general pattern as last year. Midday 
meetings for united prayer were held 
each day from Monday to Friday at 
the Baptist Church House, and the 
evening meetings took place in the 
Church House, Westminster. Two of 
the addresses given at the evening 
‘meetings (viz. those by the Rev. Prof. 
J. S. Stewart and the Rev. Geoffrey R. 
~ King) are reproduced in this issue. ‘ 


ACTON, London. A United Service of 
Intercession took place at St. Mary’s, 
Ealing Parish Church on Wednesday 
last, the 7th January. | 

Representatives from almost all the 
Free Churches in the Borough united in 
worship with members of the Anglican 
Churches at a Service conducted by 
three Anglican Clergy, and three Free 
Church Ministers. 


ANTRIM, N. Ireland. All the Ministers 
_ ©0-operated, each taking part nightly, 
_ and the different choirs mingled together 
also. The attendance w : 


BILLERICAY, Essex. This is a very 
scattered area and the weather very 
trying, and so one cannot expect large / 
numbers at the The 


te that ench evening the meting 
takes place at a different Church, show- 
ing that unity of spirit which is so 
desirable at all times.. The meetings | 
were held at St. Mary's Church, the 
Churches, and the Gospel Hall. 


CARNLOUGH, Co. Antrim. The 
meetings were well attended each even- 
ing, the three Churches, Church of 
Ireland (in whose Church Hall the meet- 


ings were held this year), Presbyterian 
and Methodist, each being represented. 
The result has been an increased fellow- 
ship between the three congregations 
and a deepening of the spiritual life of 
each, | 

ELY, Cambs. The Week of Prayer was 
restarted in Ely this year after a lapse of 
several years, and we feel that on the . 
whole the attempt was well worth while. 
We condensed the Week into four days 
(Monday to Thursday) but covered all 
the subjects of intercession. The meet- 
ings i 


good. Attendances averaged about 30 
per meeting, and while this perhaps does 
not sound too good as a reflection of the 
Christian life of a town of some 9,000 


/ 


| through some of the missionaries on And I really could not say whether the , 
| the field. No matter who may be the public ministry or the personal work 
; instrument, He Himself has never failed was the more fruitful. Both were $0 
to give the message. That-I was per- richly rewarded. * Keswick in Chile 
F mitted to share in this ministry and was a unique gathering. I know of 
fellowship will ever be remembered as nothing like it elsewhere in South 
an outstanding experience in my life. America.” 
a Mission, and Methodist Churches, and - 
| considering the weather. co-operation between ministers and 
i members of the various Churches was 
an 


population, we feei nevertheless that it 


represents a promising start, and shall 
hope to achieve better results next year. 


KENDAL. Westmorland. Two main 
services were held in Kendal. One in 
the Town Hall after evening service was 
attended by over 300 people, another 
on Wednesday evening, 7th January in 
St. Thomas's Hall at which about 70 
people were present. I am hoping that 
this may Create a precedent for the town 
and enable us to do something similar 
next year. 


LEIGHTON BUZZARD, Beds. Ar- 
ranged by the local Free Church Council, 
prayer meetings were held each evening 
in the Free Churches of Leighton 
Buzzard. Attendances were good, and 
the meetings were addressed by local 
ministers, each speaking in a church of 
a denomination different to their own. 
. At the end of the Week a People’s 
Service was held in the “Old Vic” 
Ballroom. Prayer was answered. The 
day was one of spiritual benefit ; con- 
gregations were enlarged, and the Holy 
Spirit worked in the worship. The 
Week of Prayer has recalled the people 


of the Churches to a fuller consecration 


and has sounded to the town the Gospel 


of Jesus Christ, 


NEWTON 


Congregational and Baptist Churches 
combined in sharing the arrangements, 
and a happy spirit prevailed, as also the 
sense of fellowship with the world-wide 
Charch., 


REEDHAM, Norwich. I am glad to say 
we were able to arrange two meetings— 
one in our own Church Hall and the 
other in the Chapel Schoolroom. Con- 
sidering the weather conditions—snow 
and very cold—the attendances were 
quite good. We were glad to tell our 


people something about the work 


are doing. 


PORTSLADE-BY-SEA, Sussex. We 
had some splendid meetings, especially 
the United meeting in the Parish Hall 
with our Anglican friends. 


READING, Berks. We had friends from 
all the five Churches of our United 
Churches Fellowship, and there was a 
grand spirit of Prayer and awareness of 
God’s presence prevailing. 


TREETON, Nr. Rotherham, Yorks. In 
this small mining village we held a com- 
bined meeting in connection with the . 
Universal Week of Prayer. The number 
present was small (about 35) but sincere 
prayer was offered up. 


* WELLS, Somerset. We had some grand 


meetings, much better than last year, 
and the spirit of unity was good. We 
preached in one another’s pulpits and 
the four Churches which took part 
received great blessing from the Lord. 


WINSFORD, Cheshire. We had three 

good meetings in this town for the first 
time for many years, if ever before. All 
the Ministers and clergy took part, and 
the services were held in both Anglican 
and Free-Churches. The attendance . 


could have been better, but the spirit of * * 


the meetings was excellent. Our united 
witness in the town has done a great deal 
of good to the cause of Christ. 


WISHAW, Lanarkshire. On behalf of 


- the local Committee we enclose this 


Postal Order for... You will be glad to 


know that @ very promising beginning 
has been made here. 


WHITCHURCH, Hants. There was a 
fine spirit of prayer at most of the 
gatherings.. We met at the Salvation 
Army and Free Churches each night of 
the week, and on the Saturday had a 
half-night of prayer at the Salvation 
Army Hall. 


| 
| 
| 


CONTINENTAL BRANCHES 


Germany 


This report can only deal with West 
Germany. From the East Zone detailed 
reports have not yet arrived. But even 
there the Week of Prayer was held as 
before and they printed their own 
Programme, which was widely distri- 
buted. 3 

In West Germany we printed thirty- 
five thousand copies of the Programme. 
This was asked for in very many circles, 
and the supply was practically exhausted. 
Besides this there was also published a 
detailed exposition of the Prayer Pro- 
gramme consisting of cighteen pages, 
and providing for each day some useful 
helps and hints on the chosen topic. I 
myself was at the beginning of the Week 
of Prayer in Oldenburg, and at the end 
in Stuttgart. In Oldenburg, where the 
Church life has been rather weak in the 
last few years, a very lively and united 
Alliance Fellowship has been formed. 
In Stuttgart, where the Church life is 
very much alive, the Alliance Fellowship 
was specially fruitful. Now slowly the 


_Teports from the different places are 


coming in. Sometimes in a village the: 
Week of Prayer is observed in a very 
small circle in somebody's home, usually 
in the urban districts. Alternatively, 
meetings are held in the buildings 
belonging to the different denominations 
which are taking part in the Week of 
Prayer. On the whole the fellowship of 
prayer was very much alive, Practically 
all reports tell of a truly wonderful time 

One gains on the whole the impression 
that each year more of the Pastors of the 
State churches are taking part. There 
are, of course, still a good number of 
Pastors who for different reasons will 
not take part. A certain difficulty arises 
in some circles owing to the fact that a 
fortnight later, at the end seen, 


the Ecimenical Wesk of Prayer 


- observed. The suggestion came from 


some of the Church circles that both 
weeks should be observed together, but 
we of the Evangelical Alliance could . 
not agtee, as there was an intrinsic 
difference in these two weeks of prayer. 


_ The Ecumenical Week of Prayer has 


altogether the character of liturgical 

forms of prayer without any free fellow- 

ship of prayer ; while in the Alliance 

Week of Prayer this free fellowship of 
prayer is at the very centre. 


As already mentioned, most of the 
reports have not yet arrived, and there- 


‘ fore could not be included in this report. 


But it is certain that the Universal Week 
of Prayer is firmly established in our 
German Evangelical Alliance, and plays 
a very important part in the life of the 
believing Church. 

Pastor W. A: ZiLz. 


2 Austria 
The Gemeinde Bote informs us that 
the Evangelical Alliance in Austria has 
had another very successful year. The 
Alliance dates back to the time of the 
Austrian-H rian. Monarchy. Experi- 
ence is provifig that the founders of the 
Alliance were right when they insisted 
that the Alliance was not a conglomera- 
tion of denominations, but a fellowship 
of individual Christians who have taken 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 
We in Austria are experiencing that 
the Word of God, which is always the 
centre of all our meetings, is in reality 
our rallying point. We are glad to 
report that the Lord blessed two con- 
ventions at Salzburg which were held 
under the auspices of the Evangelical 
Alliance, and which were a source of 
blessing to many. We are already pre- 
paring for the third-Salztuirg Conven- 
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the Swiss Methodist Church, Dr. F. 


Sigg, preached the sermon, which was — 


followed by the testimony and report of 
the British & Foreign Bible Society 
Colporteur, Hans Butschek. The result 


in the distribution of the Scriptures, and 


thus to bring portions of Scripture given 


by the British & Foreign Bible Society 
to the houses in parts of this great city. 

The Universal Week of Prayer was 
again held in several parts of Austria 
with great blessing. 


Denmark 


The Week of Prayer was observed in _ 


Denmark during the first week of 
January in more than 500 churches. 
There appears to have been a growing 


attendance this year and an increasing ~ 


appreciation of the work of the Evan- 

gelical Alliance in bringing Christians 

of various denominations into fellow- 

ship with one another for prayer and 

The Week of Prayer’ in Copenhagen 
culminated in a great united service held 
in the Bethesda Hall, which seats more 
than 1,000 people. Approximiitely 500 


more people crowded into the adjoining 


hall. and heard the service relayed 


led by the Minister of Education of the 
Danish Cabinet, who is President of the 
Danish Evangelical Alliance. The ° 
Lutheran Bishop of Copenhagen spoke 
very warmly and courageously on the 
Subject of “ Unity in Christ.” Dr. F. B. . 


Petersen, President of the Baptist Union 


on the purpose, status and work of the 


Evangelical Alliance in Denmark and 
Europe. He called for a great attendance 


- ~ eo 
. 
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kindly promised to and Secretary of the 
is already busy with European Evangelical Alliance, spoke » 
the preparations. 
A climax of our work in the Alliance i 
September 2ist,1952,inthemainchurch at the first European Evangelical 31 
: of Vienna. A united choir of Baptist, Alliance Congress to be held in Siegen- fi 
Methodist and Lutheran Churches led land next August, where the German | 
the singing. Director Karl Uhi wel- Alliance is preparing to receive about ; 
comed the guests and the President of 2,000 delegates and visitors. The closing 
speaker at this great meeting was the 
Pn Rev. Georg Bartholdy of the Lutheran | 
Church, Secretary of the Danish | 
F. BREDAHL PETERSEN. 
OF tus testimony was that cight young 
people decided then ahd there to help Norway | 
Universal Week of Prayer in | 
Pe § Oslo, 1953, was successful. We had | 
three evening meetings this year ; 
the first in the Cathedral under 
the leadership of the Bishop and the : 
Dean, and the last in the Methodist : 
Church, which was filled to the last seat. 
Every week-day at 12 o'clock we had 
prayer meetings in different churches 
and missions of the town, and many 
men and women from the different 
| denominations were thus united in 
common prayer. During all the meetings 
nn we felt the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
pe and we thank God for this week. 
The Universal Week of Prayer was 
also observed in many other places in 
Norway, and we are convinced that | 
these meetings are of great importance. 
They serve to unite us all in the faith of | 
Jesus Christ and in brotherly love and | 
service for the Kingdom of God.— | 
Brexke (Oslo). 
through loudspeakers. The service was During this year’s Week of Prayer 
usands of meetings were arranged | 
over the country: big meetings 
d small ones, in cathedrals and in : 
pels, in all of which God met 
is people in His word and in prayer. 
When opening the Week of Prayer in 


> 


activity. 


Immanuel Church in’Stockholm on. 4th | 


January, 1953, Bishop Theodor Arvidson, 
Chairman of the Swedish Branch of the 
Evangelical Alliance, stressed the fact 
that the Swedish Branch was formed in 
1853. For the past 100 years the Week 
of Prayer has been a significant and 


important factor in Swedish religious 


life. During 40 years of its history 
(1907-1947) Prince Oscar Bernadotte 
was Chairman of the Branch. Prince 
Oscar is now Honorary President. 

At two of the meetings during the 
Week—in Stockholm and Uppsala—it 
was a special privilege to-have the Rev. 
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Portugal 


We have celebrated last week in| 


Portugal the Universal Week of Prayer 
organized by the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance, according to the Programme 
that I translated into Portuguese and 
have widely distributed. In fact I have 
sent it, not only to all Protestant 


pastors and other workers in charge 
of even small missions, byt to pastors’ 


and missionaries in our Portuguese 


African Colonies, and even to Brazil, 


a Portuguese-speaking country. 
‘In Lisbon we organized things as 


Douglas Webster of London &§ the ~usual, i.c. having a united prayer service 


guest speaker. Mr. Webster gave very 
challenging. messages in these meetings, 
and conveyed greetings Trom the British . 
Organization. The Swedish Branch was 
also very pleased to see Mr. Webster as 
its guest of honour at a luncheon in the 
Eden Hotel on 12th January.—Nus 
(Stockholm). 


each evening in the building of one of 
the Churches, bélievers. coming from 


_other Churches to such gatherings, and 


one of the other pastors having been 
previously appoihted to give a short 
message to introduce and explain the 
(Lisbon). 


WORLD 
FELLOWSHIP 


News From MAny PLACES 


Ia Journeyings Oft 
T is becoming increasingly evident 
that the most effective means of 


fostering true petation between 
Evangelicals in ous perts of the 
world is the frequent men 


who can engage in a spiritual and 
Biblical ministry. Such a ministry, with 
its ensuing blessing, inevitably leads to 
co-operation in the right kind of 

Recent months have seen instances of 


such visits carried out in far-flung parts 
of the world. The President of W_E.F., 


-4t.-Gen. Sir Arthur F. Smith, Visited 


Canada and the United States under the 
auspices of the Inter-Varsity Christian 


_ Fellowship in the late autumn, and is 


now visiting mission stations in Central 


Africa under the auspices of the Africa 


Inland Mission. 

The Rev. John Savage, a member/of 
the W.E.A. Council, is nearing end 
of an extensive tour through South 
America. During this journey he has 
visited Brazil, Paraguay, 7 Uruguay, 
Argenting, Chile, Peru and) Colombia. 


Mr. Savage has been accompanied by 


Dr. Clyde Taylor from Washington, 


™ 


U.S.A., and Mr. Dawson Trotman of* © 


the Navigators. 


Dr. Donald Barnhouse, who will be. 


at the Keswick Convention again this ~ 


year, flew to Travancore, S. India, early 
in February to speak at the great 


Maramon Confererice which has an 
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people. 


| power. The Fellowship has 
this need as its priority both in prayer 


_ and in its programme of action. 


being held regularly at the central prison 
at Colombo. This has resulted in the 
conversion and baptism of several 
convicts. 


will be Combined with a Conference, 


Literature, Missionary Strategy and 
Evangelical Co-operation. It is expected 
that Lt.-Gen. Sir Arthur; Smith, the 
Rt. Rev. Hugh R. Gough, the Rev. E. F. 
Kevan, the Rev. L. F. E. Wilkinson, the 
Rev. A. W. Goodwin Hudson and the 
Rev. Frank Colquhoun will be the 
Official delegates from this country. It 
is already known that Dr. Paul S. Rees, 
Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, Dr. R. L. Decker, 
Dr. .F. C. Fowler and Dr. J. Elwin 
Wright will be attending from the 


_ U.S.A,, and there will also be delegates 


“India 


The. Third Annual Conferenc#of 
Evangelical Fellowship of India 


Fellowship of 
Formosa has been offered by the ten 


to one hour daily for religious broad- 
casting, without any cost. 
needed for tape recorders and the setting 
up of a small studio. This offer 
represents a magnificent opportunity of 


Java 
Dr. Leland Wang writes of evangel- 


affiliated to W.E.F., are planning to 


build a church in Surabaya. This is the 


seventh to be built since the end of the 
war in that area. 


_ The Pooiling Bible Conference, known 


August and attended by unprecedented 


£1,000 is. 


the Far East, was held in — 


place at Ramapatnam, S. India, during crowds. Dr. Peng Fu and the Rev. Mr. 
the closing days of January. There has Teng were the main speakers. The 
been encouraging news of revival bless- Closing service was attended by over 
ing in Several isolated places, such as 2,000 people, among whom was a large 
Yeotmal arid Akola. The latter, begun number of young people. | 


( 


attendance of 25,000 a Dr. at the Annual Conference last year has | 
Ockenga of the W.E.F. Executive leaves been maintained. Prayer is asked that an 
in the middle of May for conventions the whole Church in India may be f 
in Hawaii, Japan, Formosa, HongKong, visited by a mighty outpouring of 
Thailand and India. Reports reaching . 
this office all speak of the blessing and | 
inspiration which these visits have H 
brought both to nationals and to ; 
missionaries, and we believe that the Ceylon . 
exercise of such a ministry must remain The work of the Evangelical Fellow- | 
one of the high priorities in the work of _ ship of Ceylon has progressed. The | 
the Fellowship. Conference Centre mentioned in the q 

: last issue has now been definitely opened. : 
Clarens, 1953 
As mentioned in the last issue. the has 
first meeting of the General Committee 
of the World Evangelical Fellowship ; 
will take place at St. George’s School, 
Clarens, Switzerland, from July 27th to 
3ist. The meeting of the Committee | 
rs are cor 
attend as friends or observers. Each ee . 
day there will be devotional sessions and : 
open meetings at which addresses will 
be given by evangelical leaders on such 
subjects as Evangelism, Christian 
| 
evangelism. | 
istic campaigns in Malaya and Formosa 
| with packed churches and much response. | 
The Chinese Foreign Missionary Union, . 
Hong Kong 


ys 


| Day. Now in this thi 
the enthralling story a stage further forward 
the accession 


_ the temptation to acquire easy 
_ confronted the African staff. The book tells 


REVIEWS 


LIGHT IN THE WEST, by F. F. Bruce. 
(Paternoster Press, 6s. 6d.) 

The illusion that Church history is a dry- 
as-dust study will already have been dis- 
pelled for those who have read Mr. Bruce’ 
— volumes in this tn , namely, 


Constantine until the 


consciously attempting to grind any particular 
own purpose. is content, as a good 
historian should, to let the facts speak for 
themselves. If on the one hand he makes 
it clear that the story of the Christian Church 


that Christianity survived the many perils 
confronting it during this critical period 
This is a most interesting 


DOCTOR OF TANGANYIKA, by Pau 
Wurre. (Paternoster Press, 8s. 6d.) 
JUNGLE DOCTOR AND THE WHIRL- 
WIND, by Paut Wurre. (Paternoster 

Press, 4s. 6d.) 

The Jungle Doctor requires little intro- 
duction at this late date. The cight books 
about him and his missionary adventures in 
the Tanganyika Territory of East Africa 
have en} a wide circulation and have 
been a blessing to many. Now a ninth 
volume in the series has appeared entitled 
Jungle Doctor and the Whirlwind, dealing 
with the menace that threatened the jungle 
hospital through the diamond mines and 
which 


‘BIBLE PINNACLES, 


Tanganyika Territory. It is a fine record of 
service in the name of Christ for the bodies 


accompl 

both ical and spiri ormed, 

text ri 

the story yet more alive. A book of this 

kind cannot fail to present to the Christian 

reader the challenge of the missionary cause, 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF JOHN A. 


ANDERSON, M.D., of the CHINA 
INLAND MISSION. (Aberdeen Journals 


by Ivor POWELL. 
(Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 8s. 6d.) 

_ The author of this book, well known for 
his evangelistic work in South Africa and 
Australia, has already published a selection 
of biographical sketches under the title . 
Bible Cameos. In this further volume he 
gives us a series of concise Bible studies, 
many of them again dealing with Bible 
characters, others concerned with Scriptural 
incidents, miracles and patables. — 

_ All the studies are brief, each occupying 
just two pages ; and all are clearly set out 
under attractive—and often alliterative 
—headings. The busy preacher will find 
here many suggestions for sermons and 
messages, while those who want a bedside 
book for devotional reading could hardly 
do better than use this volume. Dr. F, W. 
Boreham contributes a commendatory — 


foreword. 


and souls of men ; a record of heroic tasks 
sstaDlisnment Of the in Engrand. 
Mr. Bruce continues to relate che story 
Lid., 10s.) | 
This is the second and enlarged edition 
of a book which was published some years 
ago. Dr. Anderson, friend and colleague of 
Dr. Hudson Taylor, was born in Rhynie in 
1862, and has a wonderful story to relate ;° 
| enables the reader tO discern, on the other largely concerned with C.IL.M. work and 
hand, that the Spirit of God was actively adventure in China. Converted asaladof | 
and vigorously at work in and through the twelve, he joined the Gpen Brethren, and 
that it was through the guiding hand o is deeply interesting , 
Andeceon’s work in China was greatly used 
of God. He was the leader in the movement 
which closed the Indo-Chinese opium trade . g 
book. We are sure that it, and its com- and removed its dark blot from the British j 
panion volumes, will be highly valued by escutcheon. God also honoured him in 
our readers. | discovering the cure for the terrible disease 
—lockjaw in infants—which had puzzied 
. the Chinese for centuries. It is a marvellous ~ 
record, well worth reading. 
: J. CHALMERS LYON. 
the story of a severe struggle—and ‘of a 
; great victory ; for faith and perseverance 
proved triumphant in the end. 
: The other book, Doctor of Tanganyika, 
i deals in moré systematic and detailed 
) fashion than has been attempted before with 
: the story of Dr. White’s work as superinten- 
; dent of seven of the C.M.S. hospitals in 
| 32 : 
. 
ij 


